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THE WELDED BULLET

A Story for Decoration Day

By MRS. F. M. HOWARD.

HE beauiiful
cemetery wag gay with
flowers and flngs that
bright Memorinl day. Not
even a lowering cloud had
crossed the perfect shy,
and the sun shone cheer-

Soutliern

I4
h",-».w‘-" ily, and the soft breezea
ahet | fanned the cheeks of two
'.'.f" l" ladies sitting together on
m “| one of the inany rustle
\ |||] seats. The procession had
gone and flowers wera
evervwhere, and especially on tha

graves which were marked by the lit-

tle flags. .

There were many of them, for the

small town had been near the storm
center of those storm-tossed days, and
many a brave Johnale and more than

one Union saldler had taken their long !

sleep within its borders. A tall monu-

ment near the rustie seat marked tha

gpot where two graves were eqgually

and lavishly covered with flowers, yet

underneath the sod were two uniforms,
]
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“IT IS A SAD STORY.”

one of the gray and the other the blue.
and tears had “fallen equally over
ench,

It 18 a sad story,” remarked Mrs
Kenneth, whose sweet fece showell
lines drawn by great suffering and
care, “I1 cannot expect you to realize
all It meant to us; seeing our cities
besleged, our homes threatened and
despoiled. It was no wonder, [ think,
that the southern women were unrea-
sonable—that hatred and passion were
nursed into the very veins of their in-
fant Labes, I was only a lttle girt
then, but the memory will never dia
out, though calmness and better judg-
ment have taken out the bitterness and
passion.”

“War ot its best 18 horror. We too
suffered,” Mrs. Warner sald, gently.

“@randmother had two sons," re-
gimed Mrs. Kenneth, "and tall, beau-
tiful lads they were. 1 can feel yel
the thrill of my childlsh worshlp of
my uncles, Willlam and Harry. Wil-
llam was the oldest, and two years
before the war broke out he had a
very sidvantageous offer to go intv
business In New York. Wé had never
held slaves, not so much rrom prinei-
ple as a distaste for the syetem, 80
when the war broke out the vace
question had comparatively little to
do in molding our feelings. 1t wns a
fight agalnst invasion, and Harry threw
nimself into it with all the ardor of
a young and flery naturg. Grandmoth-
er wrote at once to Wiliiam, begging
him to come home, but, to her horror
and grief, he wrote her saying that ne
had already enlisted and was the cap-
tain of & northern company,

“The news eut her daeply, and from
that day she seemed {0 nave a premoni-
tion that some day the brothers would
meet In battle. The thought was hor-
ror, and I can remember yet the stony
lonk of despair which would come
over her poor face when an engage-
ment was in progress mto which Har-
rv was likely to be called,

"uqy came at last. After the battle of
Gettysburg they were sent home—Uboth
fatally shot, and the bodies had been
found together, the report wald.’

“And your grandmother?” asked
Mra. Warner, in & tone of horror,

“Went quite mad at the glght. Bhe
had dreamed of it—had tried to fortify
herself, and become used to the awlul
thought of the possibility, but the
reality drove reason completely from
{ta throne.

«Without any real evidence that

such was the case, sie took it~ for
granted that they had met and killed
each other, and for years she nursed
the tdea In her poor, eraged brain un-
[ il it seemed as if we should go insane
| with her.”

“And did she never recoverd’

“Not enllvely, The sequel 18 the
strangest of all. Several years after
peace was declared we were entertain-
ing a friend, a newspaper man, who
had made a success in his profession.
He had on his watch chain a peculiar
looking charm and I, with the curlos-
ity of youth, noticed It

““The charm has a singular histors.'
he sald, detaching it from his chain
and handing it to me. It was two bul-
lets, welded together as they met in
the aly, hot from the muskets’ mouth
Iand bound with a gojden band and
| TIng.

“OWIIL you teil i, plenee? 1 asked
as 1 examined it with interest befors
passing It on to my mother.
| “[ was A reporter then,' sald Mr,
Rolf, ‘and had been detalled to de-
! seribe the field of Gettysburg lor my

paper.’ At the name of Gettyshurg,
which we never mentioned in  her

presence, grandmother’s sunken eyes

began to kindle, and her frame (o
quiver with eager, sirained interest,

“The horrors of It had slckened me

until 1 was about to turn away from
1h‘ all, faint and weary of my task,

when a singular sight arrested me.
f()ut a lttle from the rest were two
bodies, one wearing the gray, tha

other the blue, an offlger, and whal
| was strangest of all they were locked
in each other's arms, {their lips &)=
most touching, as If in the very mo-
| ment of death they had kissed each
other a last, fond farewoll.

“Grandmother tottered over to him,
|trembling In every limb. She had
heard and comprehended It all, and she
grasped his arm, her poor face work-
ing convulsively. ‘Who was it? she
demanded. ‘Tell me qunick. Who
was It?

" 'Raglly, Mrs. Gordon,' he replied,
confused by her abrupt demand; then
a sudden lght broke over his coun-
tenance. 'l belleve, upon my soul, tha
| name was Gordon. [ was g0 interested

in what was evidently a bit of family
history that [ searched for the evi-
dence of their identity, which I read-
ily found on letters in the pockets,

‘1 remember writing up the inci-
dent for the northern paper I was en-
gaged on, but of course you never saw
that, Yes, I am almost positive the
name was Gordon, but | can make sure
by referring to the article in my
scrapbooks at home, Any relative of
yours, ma'am? for grandmother was

‘WHO WAS IT?" 5+ E DEMANDED.

gtill looking at him in an agony of ef-
fort to comprehend all he was saying
*Tell it to her agaln,' sald mother
in # low volee. ‘They were her gons;
[ knew they could never harm one
another, my dear, dear brothers.' and
mother's volce broke in a low sob,
“He told the story over in  clear,
gentle tones, dilating upon the ten-
derness of that last embrace. Grand-
mother's face grew white and al the
last word she fainled, something
which had never oceurred during all
the dreadful days of her insanlty. 8he
was llke a little child when she came
out of that long, deathlike swoon. Her
mind seemed to have gone back to the
days when her sons were boys at
home together, and she talked of them
ntore naturally, than she had  simce

that dreadful day when they were
brought home, and the, nightmare of
dread and terror which nad hovered
over her so long seemed to be dis-
pelled almost entirely.”

“What a mercy,” Mrs, Warner ex-
claimed, fervently. “But what of the
bullet charm? Your friend said It
was connected with the story.”

“Yes, quite remarkably eo. Here it

|18 on my watch guard at this moment,

a souvenir so precioug that nothing
could replace il

“Mr. Rolf told us that ha had plcked
it up but a little way from whers
my uncles were lylng, and grand-
mother selzed upon the fact as a proof
that if her boys, In th2 cxcltement of
the battle, had really shot at each
other, God’s own hand had canght tha
missiles and welded them together, as

| the hearts of her sons were united in

their life and in death. Mr. Rolf never

| took baek the charm but gave it to

grandmother, and she cherished it as
her most valued possession as long as
she lived."
“I do not wonder that you cherish
1t." Mrs. Warner turned over the
curfous relle reverently. The gold was
worn and the ring almost black with
pge, but the Jeaden bullets, flattened
by the foree with which they had come
together, were perfect as ever  and
worn very smooth with constant wear,
“You sald your grandmother mnever
fully recovered.”

“No, not fully, but her later years
were comforted. If she grew weary
and excited, the touch of the welded

“SHE GAVE ME THE CHARM "

\

bullets in her hand would qulet her,
and she would sit for hours with It,
whispering softly: 'God 18 good. He
s very good,' in a gentle, uncomplain-
ing tone which would bring tears to
our eyes. I cared for her in her last
lness and she gave me the charm as
the choleest legacy she had to  be-
stow. [ think she was auite sane for
the few minutes before her death. The
vacant, troubled look was all  gone
from her eyes, and they were periect-
Iy radiant with joy at the last as gha
reached npward with her thin, wasted
Lands, erying: My boys, my boys,' m
thrilling tones of joy."

The sun was dropplng westward ag
the ladies rose to go, Mra, Kenneth
had replaced the charm upon her chaln
and Mrs. Warner wiped away the teard
of sympathy which hod gathered in
her eyes, and as they left the grounds
ghe Iooked back. The monument
gtood bathed in the glowing sunshine,
a shining finger polnting upward out
of the grave of the dark and terriblo
past,
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A REUNITED PEOPLE.

Decoration Day a Day of Remem:
brance for Soldiers of Both
North and South.

Bvery year our reunited people see
with greater clearness that not only
arethenorthand the south phyeteally in-
separable, as Mr. Lincoln reminded
the south when he took the presiden-
tinl chair, but that as & nation we are
one—one in sentiment, oue in destiny,
and as & growing world-power and
champlon of freedom and righteous-
nesg. BEvery year adds to the number
of the little flags fluttering over the
resting place of a departed soldler, they
gpeaking even more eloguently than
the tongue of the living of victory and
rest achleved, Hvery year some new
monument rears its marble shaft to-
wards heaven, marking the mausoleum
of a famed commander, Hvery year
the number of school children, looking
upon these martial monuments, eager-
ly ask, like the Hebrews, of old:
“What mean ye by these stones?" and
then are fold afresh of freedom's
mighty conflict, and imbibe the leason
of patriotism. And every year, like
the lessening number of the sibylline
lenves, the remaining members of the
G. A, R. will be more highly prized
and generously honored than sver be-
fore. And now that the star of each
gtate shines with equal luster upon the
flag so dearly loved by all alilke, and
the smoke of battle no longer blinds
our eyes, we are giad to recognize
as standing on the same level of devo-
tlon, loyalty to conviction and sublime
courage, the men of the southland.
No braver men ever lived than those
who were led by that knlghtly soldier,
without fear and without reproach,
Robert B. Lee. On “fame’'s eternal
camping ground" sleep both the blue
and the gray, overarched by the same
natisnal pride and honor.

Thank Goil, also, that every year wo fire
getting farther and farther away from
the war {tself. The simple recital of the
awlul fact makes one grateful that It e
all long ago over with. At a reunion ol
old soldiers, w!ﬂle the younger people
were laughing and chatting in hollday
attire, one of the veterans was seen sit-
ting by himself lost in deep thought.
Belng asked why an attempl was not
made to tell the people just how a
baittefieid looked after action, he was
silent for a time, and then replied
with brimming 4yes and faltering
volee:  “It would not be wise; the
people would not belleve us, so great
was the horror of war,” The truth (s,
the history of war never has been nor
ever will be fully written. Who can
degeribe the underlying moods and
emotions of those most concerned?
Tenderest ties were rudely severed, the
most sacred feelings plerced to the
quick, one's confidence In human ma.
fure all but destroyed, and the very
foundations of soclety shaken as by ax

earthquake.—Union Signal,

lsthmus of Panama.

First governor of the canal strip owned by the Unlted States
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Sweethearts Someétimes Raise Per-
plexing Problem for Photog-
raphers to Settle.

When awegthearts get photographed
together, and the man pays the bill
and keeps the coupon which entities
its bearer to receive the goods paid
for, to whom do the pictures belong,
It the cauple afterward quarrel? This
Is a question which the head of many
& popular photograph gallery s often
called upon to decide, says the Chicago
Triliune,

“We are always getting Into trouble
over this matter,” one of the managers
confessed.  “The man and the girl come
in and hkave thelr pieture taken to-
gether. Posslibly they want to be posed
In 4 sentlmental fashion, looking ten-
derly Into pach other’s eyes, for lustance,
The man pays the bill and pockets the
coupon. About the time the goods are
ready for delivery the girl comes back
alone, without any eonpon, and asks for
them., Somitimes ehe pretendsthat she
has lost the slip of paper; sometimes
ghe tells the truth, In the former case
wao ean usually guess from her manner
what the state of affairs really is. Then
it i8 up to us to settie a difflenlt mat-
ter. We know that [f we zive herthe
photographs, the man will come in
presently with the coupon and demand
hig property.  And if he has heen jilted,
he will be hard to deal with, for he
wants to get even with the girl s5ome
way, and he thinks the pletures may
be & means to that end.

“Who do we give the photograplis to?
That depends upon elreumstances, We
always Inslst upon hedring the story.
If things look as if the couple care for
each other, we tell the girl that we can-
not give her the pletures without the
man's consent and advise her to ooz
to some understanding with him about
it: often in taiking it over they beconta
reconcilod and come in togethier to get
the pletures, If however, the girl can
glve us a really good reason why she,
instead of the man. shoull huve the
photos, we generally hand them over to
her and ficht it out with him when he
comes In.  But sometimes she gets here
too late, and then, of course, there is
nothing to be done, How do we manage
the man who gets left? 0O, we put him
out, if he makes trouble. No,usually he
doesn't come back. He doesn’t care to,
generally, when he thinks it all over.”

Electricity and Magnetism.

Concerning the fundamental naturs
of electricity itself, there is still no
rertainty, but there are several hypoth-
eres, There are several theories fov
explaining both electricity and mag-
netlsm In terms of the ether. None
of these theorles seems capable of be-
ing submitted to experimental demon-
stration, It is certaln, however, that
ginee the interconnection of electricity
and magnetism is known, a demon-
atrafion of the nature of the one must,
by corollary, include a disclosure of
the nature of the other. Moreover, It
would not seem likely that the com-
plete unraveling of the nature of elec-
trieity would necessarily Include a rev-
elation of the nature of both matter
and gravitation.—Rlectrical World.

Boys and Fires,

No sooner had spring begun to dry
up the ground than fire departments
all over the country found themselves
busy with grass and brush fires set by
Innocent but careless boys. Fire is a
dangerous plaything. The boy whose
parents allow him to light a “smudge”
should observe one rule, the principle
of which Is at the bottom of all care-
ful play and work—to watch a fire as
long as it burns, It Is natural for the
ordinary boy to start a fire and then
Join some other boys in a game of ball
on & vacant lot two blocks away. It is
algo natural for the fire to keep on
burning.—Youih's Companion,

Somewhat Sarcastic.

“1 dldn't know you were in the mis-
fit clothing business," remarked the
patron.

“I'm not,” returned the tailor.

“Well, you'll have a hard time con-
vinelng anyone who sees what a misfit
that last suil you made for me [a."—
Chicago Post.

All the Accomplishments,

1 Is now suggested that,soldiers be
requirted to learn to swim, Following
go clogely on the suggestion that they
be expected to sing, it looks as If a
great many accomplishments were de-
muanded for the pay of a private—
Whashington Btar,

One Sguash Seed.

The harvest from one single squash
geed which Willlam I. Bogwell, of Au-
gusta, Me, planted last spring aggre-
gated 97 pounds' weight,  There ware
seven in number, ranging in welght from
alght to 17 pounds —Boston Budget,

QUARREL OVER PICTURE. | CHANGING THE BOUNDARIES

Great Britain Has Men Constantly in
the Field in African Ter-
ritory.

Every new edition of Afrlcan maps
shows shiftings of boundary lines Le-
tween BEuropean poesesslons.  Sonte-
times the boundary is shown on one
side of a river or mountain range, and
in the next edltion on the othep side, 1

DEPRESSION IN BUSINESS.

Prosperity Boasted Of in Republican
Platforms Is Disproved by
Published Facts,

People with small incomes, farmers,
clerksand working men, should husband
their resources and savings, for a period
of business depression would seem to be
impending. The Assoclated Press sent
out & warning on May 10, which was pub-
lished in the evening newspapers of that
date and the morning newspapers of the
pext day at the head of the finaneial
news. The report after stating the un-
precedented collapse of the stock mar-
ket says:

“The conviction is growing, however,
that the cause of the stegnation in the
stock market is deeper lying than any
temporary factor, and has to do with the
gradual emerging of the conditions of
general contraction in business and in-
dustry in all directions."

Hard times always follow a boom,
and business depression means that the
man must seek the job and not the job
the man, The reduction in wages that |
commenced last fall will surely be more |
accentuated as the demand for labor be-
comes less and the rallroads and other
great corporations reduce thelr work-
ing force. Indeed, this reduction has al-
ready commenced, for the New York
Central railroad has ordered all its de-
partments to cut down expenses and the
men employed to be redoced to the least
number necessary to carry on the busi-
ness of the road. Other railroads will
likewise retrench, and this will canse
stagnation in the lahor market, for
when “the man Is ceeling the job” he I8
compelled to accept what the employer
offers, when he knows that thousands are
after it

This breakdown of prosperity which
the profectionists hoast is produced by
the protective tariff, |s the outeome that
has been foretold by the democerats
The goose is slowly dylng that laid the
golden eges, and the few have the gold
and the many will now have to suffer.
But the deception that the republican
leaders have practiced on thelr follow-
ers is etill belng continued, for on the
same day that the Associaled Press sent
out its pessimistic report on the brsi-

the Loundary Is a parallel or a merid-
fag, It may be shown on the later magp
g0 far from its eacller position that
the change is notiveable even on p may
of smiall scale,

These changes, states the Chlepze
Dally News, do not mean that the bouu-
daries, as described in  treaties, hiuve
been altersd, but merely that delimit-
Ing commissjons (u the course of mors
accurdate surveys and explorations have
dizcovered that our previous knowledze
wis 80 far erroneous that the stipulated
boundaries could not accurately be laid
cown on the map,

The teport of the mixed commigsion
on the Anglo-German boundary in East
Africa is a case In point, In 1800 the
Germnr nd British sgreed that
boundary between their possessions
should eross Vietoria Nyvanza [ one Je-
gree south latitude and go on to the
Congo State, except that when It reached
Mount Miumbire, which S8Speke had
placed one degree south of the equator
on his map, it should skirt the mountain
go that it might whelly be inchided in
the British domaln,

The maps accordingly showed the
monntaln as a British summit 11 it was
discoverad that it redlly standg fary 1o
the west In the Congn Btate, and uiler
existing treaties could not possthly he.
long to Great Britain. It was fonnd
later that Mfumbiro = about 60 miles
goutl of the latitude Spele assignell
it, 8o that, even i hils longitude hLud

| been correct, it wonld have been a Gey-

man, instead of a British mountaing
and now come the latest results of the
mixed commigsion, bringing both glad
and sad news to Great Britain,

The Kagera river, the largest affluent |

of Victorin Nyanza, and the ultimate
source of its waters, lias been assigned
on all maps sinee the treaty of 1800 te
German East Africa; but the mixed cia-
mission has decided thar the lowsr
fourth of this river, frum the point where
It turns sharply eagt to the lake, is north
of the boundary llne: go the only part
of the river offering excellent facillties
for navigation {s now proved to belong to
Greal Dritain,

But what the British have gained in
the south they have lost In the west, for
the boundary surveyors have found that
a long strip that the maps have neluded
in Uganda is really in the Congo State.
For years we have geen the eastern wa-
ters of Albert Bdward Nyanza lapping
alleged British territory, bul now weare
told that every drop in the lake belongs
to the Congo domain; and weexpect fur-
ther revelations of this sort until erude
surveye are replaced by the gofentific
delimitation of all African boundarles

Conxing the Birds,

During the past year a novel and in:
teresting experiment has been tried with
cunsiderable guccess In the parks which
are under thg control of the London
county counetl, In ordertoinduce small
meat-eating birds such as wrens, titmice
and robins to frequent the parks there
have been hung In the trees muslin bags
filled with suet, and these have been the
means of attracting birds which provi-
nuely were seldom, if ever, seen in tho
metropolis —Tit-Bits.

Not r Cnse of Sympathy.

Pirst Wall Street Operator—Whet §i
they did fleece that young millionaire out
of over §400,000. You needn’t feel sorry
tor himi, He has plenty more where that
came from,

Second Wall Street Operator<-0, I'm
not shedding any tears over him, What
grinds me i tothink the gamblers got it.
—(hicggo Tribune,

Uncle Allen.

“In the case of Lthe donkey, anybow,”
averred Uncle Allen Sparks, "the volce
pertainly affords a pretty fairindex as ta

the character of the animal."—Chicage |

Tribune.

Contradictory.
Dank—Oakland s a contradictory
kind of a cuss, Isn't he?
Blash—Yes, the other nlght he
dreamed thal he couldn't go to sleep,
~Pittsburg Dispateh,

Poultry Consumed.

Before the last cengus pouliry was
kept on 88.8 per cent. of the farms [n this
country, and the totol wvalie was
$136,891,877.—Country Life in America

Better Than Much Talk,
A little sllance may save a lotof sor

row.—Chicago Tribune.
5
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ness outlook, the republican state con-
vention of New Jersey in the platform
adopted, declared: “That the protec-
tive tariff has brought the greatest pros-
perity to eapital and labor” Repub-
lican platforms are notorlously unreli- |
able, and the {dle men in the protected
industries, in the sitk mills, the wonolen
mills, and ather factories running on
short time in New Je r, the (0000
idle men In the textlle fleld in Philadel-
phia alome, are facts thal disprove the
reliubillty of the New Jersey platform,
hesldes the “general contraction In
busins that the Assoclated Press an-

e’

erity has vanizhed from somany
Indugtries, and so many homes are re-

the i stricting their expenses. that 711...,-._.|

must be something wrong with the sys-
e repiblicans are boasting of.
gw Jersey platform, however,
told the truth about the prosperity the
tarifl has brought to ecapital, if it had
Leen frank ensugh toacknowledge that
“eapital” meant the trusts

price of what they produce, they wili
still have a measure of prosperity, hut
with falline wages and men out of work,
even the trusts will suffer, for the ca-
pacliy of the people to consume s meas-
ured by the amount of money they earn,
In curtiiling expenses, luxuries and shen
clothes are the first items out off and the
prezent depresged condition of the tex-
tile market tells the tale, Inthe Journal
of Commeree, May 11, the headlines of
the article on the dry goods trade sayvs:

“Buoyers 8till Cantions. “Not Disposed
to Commit Themselves to Liberal Pur-
ehases.” “A Walting Period on Al
Lines—General Bellef That Were Prices
to Be Announced on Lower Basis Buy-
ing Would Be Sufficient to Cause
Speedy Reaction—Many Lines Selling
at or Below Cost To-Day." The same
newspaper on the same day published
a dispateh from Fall River, Mass,, which
says: “The pian of renning the mills
four days a week which has been tried
for the past Aive weeks has proved disap-
pointing. Some of the agents at least
strongly favored a reduction in wages,
even though it was pretty well under-
stood that a general strike would follow
such a move. Other manufacturers favor
a shutdown without a reduction. There
is general apprehension over the situa-
tHon" A number of other dispatehes
In the same issue of the Journal of Com-
merce Indieate similar conditions at
other places. Resolutiong by repub-
llean conventions, that prosperity reigng
supreme, and the protective tarlff is the
cauge of 1t is mere bluff, when the facks
show that business is depressed and
erowing more so,

FRESH POLITICAL NOTES.

—Senator Fairbanks, who has $2.-
000,000, wants to know, kefore this viee
presilential bueiness proceeds, whether
( they admire his purse, or bis permon,—
Albany (N, Y.) News,

EXThe best that ¢an be sald of Can-
dldate Parker is that it has been said
thiat a reputable authority has sald to
have gaid that he has said what he has
sald —Clncinnati Times-Star.

——Representative Hitt {s the latest
republican ta break ont with vicepresi-
dentitis, a contaglous malady which
seems to be spreading through the re-
publican ranks.—8t. Louis Republie.

——When the irrigation bill was pend-
ing in congress it was promised that the
decert could be made to blogsom as the
rose for about five doliArs an acre. Later
the country was informed that this was
the cost to private water companies,
which had taken all the easy fobs, and
thit government irrigation would cost
ten dollars an acre, The statement just
made by the Interior department {8 that
$27,000,000 will suffice to irelgate 1,000,000
aeres.—Phliadelphia Record,

Novel Claim for Support,

In the list of the reagons which the
republicans are to glve for urging the
election of Mr. Roosevelt this year the
Springfield Unlon Ineludes this one:
“The ugly ulcer of corruption has heen
boldly cut out of the post office depart-
ment.” And whose corruption was it
that was go boldly cut out? Did it not
beglp and flourish when Charles Emory
Smith and Perry 8, Heath were paying
off the political obligations which Mark
Hanna contracted in electing il repub-
itean president? This is the first time,
we balieve, that a political party has ap-
poenled for support on the ground that [t
hae punished & few of its awn thieves.—
Hartford (Conn.) Times

| for, and it is hardly any wonder that It

AR long as4
the trusis and combines can keep up the |

THE INTELLIGENT FARMER.

Mr. Babcock and Other Republican
Congressmen Bothered with Awlk-
ward Interrogatories.

Giving the farmers wffy before elee-
tion and promising them legislation that
neéver was intended to materialize, is &
favorite game of the republican leaders.
It is therefore not an unexpected pleas-
ure to read the firet [nstallment of guft
and blaff given out by Hon. Joseph
Weeks Babeock, chairman of the re-
publican congresslonal committes, in
which he brings in the “intelligent
farmer’ as the standby of the G. 0. P.
Mr. Babeoek says he has implicit faith
that the “intelligent farmers” will vate
the republican ticket, for they havetele-
phones in their houses and read the
daily newspapers. That Mr. Babeogk
renlly belleves the “intelligent farmer™
will support the party in league with the
trusts and corporations is doubtful, for
he Is evidently much exerciged, though
he says he is not warrying over the out-
ook for a republican majority in the
next congress. Yet Mr. Babeock evl-
dently (s alarmed about what the “In-
telligent farmer" will do, for he also
says: "It keeps & member of congress
buey all the time to answer the questions
they ask him about public affairs.”
May Le, when he gave out that interview
Mr. Babeoek was thinking of the un-
comfortable questions that many of his
own constituents have been asking him,
about the charges of his too cloge con-
nection with the rallroad corporations,
the padding the mails in the interest of
those Institutions and his failure to push
lils bill to reform the tariff schedule
thet sheltere the steel trust, though he
declared the tarif must be reformed,
Or possibly he was thinking of the
charges made by Secretary Bristow that
over 100 republican congressmen, {n-
cluding himself, had been mixed up
with the post office grafters, if not {n
league with them.

The “intelligent farmer" who reads
the daily newspapers could hardly have
missed knowing about those charges
and a number of other seandals that Mr,
Babeock and his party are responsible

has kept those members of congress
busy, as it has Mr, Babcock—for he tells
s so—explaining and twisting and
turning, to answer the questions, of not
only the “intelllgent farmer,” but of
others of his, and their, conslituents.
No more favorable news for the demos
crats has been publishied than this ae-
knowledged interest the farmers are
taking In public affalrs, Nodoubt they
are Inquiring about republican extrav-
agance, about the enormous incregse
M prive of what they buy and the causa
for it. They doubtless want to know
why the packers combine IS paying less
rn_r cartie and hogs and vet the price
of meat to the consumer {s relatively
higher than it was. There is no end
to the guestions that intelligent farmers
will ask candidates for congress that will
puzzle the republicans io evade, let
#lone to answer. That {8 jugt what the
democrats want, full and free discussion
and intelligent Inquiry by all voters,

THE RETIREMENT OF WARE.

Will Leave tlie Pension Office to ﬂ-
ford Mr, Roosevelt n Chance
to Bquare Himself,

No explonation s made at Washing-
ton of the report that Commigsioner
Ware, ol the peosion office, |s soon to
retire from office, but anyone who has
given attention to public affairs will un-
derstand that the move s connected in
gome way with his offhand way of grant-
Ing service pensions to civil war vet-
erans.

This service pension order hes met
with more genergl and more scathing
condemnition than any other act of Mr.
Roosevelt's administration. Nearly ev-
ery mnewspaper in the United States
has denounced it not only as a danger-
ous usurpation of power, but asa piece
of electioneering demagogy, and the cli=
max came with Bourke Cochran's great
speech, so eloguent, so logical, so sin-
cere and so alarming that it practically
silenced all opposition.

The probability 1s that from the time
that speech was dellvered the adminls-
tration determined to withdraw its
service pension order. The first intimas
tion given of this was the admission of
the government supporters, in a debate
In the house of representatives that
both of the service pensions which had
been ordered In this way, and which had
been ostentatiously paraded ag the justi-
fication of Commissioner Ware's order,
never really became effeetive, but were
canceled and withdrawn soon after they
were made.

The rumored retirement of Commis-
gioner Ware is the next Intimation of
the proposed backdown, and itisnot dif-
ficult to continue the story into the fu-
tnre. The new commisgioner will hap-
pen to be a man who cannot approve
of the service pension eorder, and at
whose request it will in die time be can-
ecoled and withdrawn, Mr. Ware will
drop into obseurity for a time and then
reappear in some still more responsible
and lucrntive position.

The Chicago Chroniclp says that in
this epizade we see how people in power
can take the back track and unload theim
responsibllity on others so smoothly
as not even to attract atlention, though
a Inrger turn-basin may be required for
guch a monumental blunder ns this serv=-
ice pension order than ir the case of
smaller mistakes,

Evils That Demand Remady.

The wenkness of the republic at pres-
ent Is its practice of subsidizing one
class at the expense of another; I8
enpetment of unwise legislation as the
price of imperative legislation; its dis-
honest compromises with the agents of
one class of one gection to the cost of the
masses, or of the country as a whole;
the purchase of political preferment by
official favors; the employment of arbls
trary machine methods to establish,
maintain and perpetuate politicsl olis
garchies in the state and nation, often
to the defeat of popular will. Thesa agg
gome of the conspieuons evils, Thay |
are not new, but the country has besm |
aroused as never before to thelr ex=.
igtence, and publle gentiment is more)
potent than in times past to effect thelr |
eradication—Kansas City Star. J

Use of the Walnut in France,

Walnut Is only employed in
fn cablinet and carpenter's work. ;
1902 tho imports of walnut wers 2458
tons and exports 5,620 tons, During
the last four years the Imports ha
steadlly declinef, while exports b
increased from 2.660 tons I 1899
B.G2% tons In 1902 —Trade Journsl =




